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speaking, for noises and resonances just alluded to re-
present the elements of articulate speech. As, however,
the cavity of the mouth is not adapted by any special
apparatus for the part it plays in speech, but is only
provided with that which fits it for its natural position
as part of the alimentary canal, and is merely occasion-
ally otherwise employed, it will be well first to study
the cavity of the mouth from this point of view.

The mouth is a moderately wide cavity, bounded
laterally by the cheeks, having a roof formed by the hard
palate of the upper jaw, and a floor by a plate of mucous
membrane, which, commencing with the lower lip, ex-
tends to the upper margin of the hyoid bone. This plate
finds attachment and support from resting upon the upper
border of the lower jaw,'with which, moreover, it is strongly
connected. Thus there are bony foundations to both the
roof and* the floor of the cavity, giving to part of it at
least relations incapable of modification. The anterior
orifice of the mouth is formed by the space between the
lips, while posteriorly it is immediately connected, by
means of a narrow opening (the isthmus of the fauces),
with the pharynx. Imbedded in the mucous membrane
which covers the alveolar processes of the upper and
lower jaws, we find the upper and lower rows of teeth
projecting into the cavity of the mouth. The mucous
membrane which surrounds the teeth, and is closely
attached to the alveolar processes, is generally known
as " the gums." The cavity of the mouth is imperfectly
divided by the teeth into two chambers; into that, namely,
which is enclosed by the teeth (the cavity of the mouth,
strictly speaking, or the oral cavity), and that which lies
between the teeth and the cheeks (the cavity of the
cheeks, cavum buccarum). This peculiarity will be
alluded to again as we proceed.